The Wunderlist App
Reviewed by Philip Siddons

The Wunderlist application is available for iPhone, iPad, Android, Windows and MAC OS. Visit their
website at: http://www.wunderlist.com/
If you keep lists of to‐do items and work with one or more people who are
committed to completing the list, you’ll like this free iPhone app. (It has a “u”
instead of an “o” in its spelling because it is a German company.)
Imagine being able to create a list wherever you are, share the list with a
professional colleague and or a significant other AND have anyone on your
shared list edit these to‐do items wherever they are with their smartphone.
Whether for professional work outside of the home or for tasks related to your
household and life‐style, this application lets one, two or many people share
multiple lists and edit them. Here are some examples.
 My wife and I have 4‐6 stores where we regularly purchase a handful of items.
Because we share the same list on our smartphones, if either of us happens to be
near a store and are stopping in, we have the list of needed items and can check
them off on the spot. Instantly, the other person’s list has that item removed
because it is taken care of.
 My wife and I pay a weekly visit her 93 year old mother, bringing items to help
her out as well as doing certain household tasks to ease her burden. Even when
we are both there visiting, we each have the list of what is needed to be
accomplished.
 I’m work in Technology Support and I work with four others who support our
entire company. By keeping a list for each of our five company sites, we can add
user or department challenges on each of the lists. As problems are solved or
more resources are needed, they can be checked off or further documented. If
they are marked as complete, they disappear immediately from the lists viewed
by everyone on our team.
What this saves is a lot of email and list duplication. To coin a phrase, “Everyone is on the same page.”
It’s a truly collaborative tool for those who are already inclined to work cooperatively with high
communication with their colleagues.
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Here are some of the many screens in the Wunderlist application.

This is the icon for the Wunderlist.

On the top screen, you see any lists
you’ve already made. Currently, 5 lists
are showing here. There are 4 stores
and an address of my mother‐in‐law for
tracking things we need to do to help
her.
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For an example, Linda and I decide that
we make occasional purchases at a
store named BJ’s. It’s like Sam’s Club
for purchasing some things in bulk. We
don’t go there very often but
occasionally, one of us may happen to
be driving nearby and could stop in and
pick up of a few items. Because both of
us have this list on our cell phones, one
of us needs to create the BJ’s list. To do
that, you click up in the “Add a new
list” area and type the name of the list.
The on‐screen keyboard comes up in
the bottom half of the screen.

Having typed “BJ’s”, you click on the
Done button (in the lower right).
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The newly created BJ’s list now shows
in your collection of lists.
Notice that it has 0 items in it and
unlike the others above it, this list is
not yet shared because it doesn’t have
the two people icon just to the left of
the number of items in the list (as the
other lists above it have). Currently this
list has 0 items in the list.
To go into the BJ’s list and to add
something to purchase there, you click
on the list.

When you go into the list, you’ll see
that there isn’t anything listed as of yet.
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Once here, click on the “Add a new
task” button and start typing
something in this list.

You need to pick up a bag of Pistachios
from BJ’s so you type it and then tap
the Done button (in the lower right).
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To add a second new item to get, click
again on the “Add a new task” button
and start typing something. In this case
you remember you need to get some
paper towels so after typing that, you
press the Done button (in lower right).

Your BJ’s list now has two items to
purchase the next time one of you with
this list in hand is in the store.
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Now that you have two items in this
list, you decide that you want to share
the list with someone else who already
downloaded this free app to their
smartphone.
To share this list with Linda, I’ll click on
the share icon (near the top right). It
shows two people but you can share
your list with as many people as you
like.

In this first screen for sharing, you click
on the “Share this list” button.
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Up here in this field, you could just type
in the email of those with whom you
want to share this list (and who already
have the app installed on their
smartphone).

Easier yet, if you know that person(s) is
in your phone’s contact list with their
email, choose this option.

Having chosen to get the person’s
email address from your contact list,
you’ll see this “Loading” indicator.
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Once it loads your list of contacts, use
the Search field to find your contact
and pick them.

After you’ve chosen the person(s) for
sharing this particular list, you’ll see
their email here.
Once you’ve added all the people with
whom you want to share your list, click
on the “Send invitation” toward the top
right of this screen.

Linda@gmail.com
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Next, you get to pick how you’re going
to share your list. I happen to usually
use the Email choice but experiment if
you’d like with the others.

You’ll get a notice that your list has
been successfully shared.
Within a moment or two, the other
people sharing your list will see the list
among their lists on their smartphones.
Click on the OK button.
To go back out to all of your lists, tap
on the “Lists” icon in the lower left
corner.
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Once you are back to the top level
(which shows all of your lists),
notice the BJ’s list.
It now has the shared icon (the two
people) and it is showing that there
are two items in that list.

This is a side‐by‐side shot of both
smartphones. Both have the BJ’s list
and both of them show that the list
is shared and that there are 2 items
in it.
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Once a list is shared, anyone participating in the sharing of that list can . . .
 add items to the list (and the additions will immediately appear on the every’s corresponding
lists
 check off one or more items on their list (because they are actually at the store and they know
those tasks on that list are done) – and the items will immediately disappear from the
corresponding lists for those sharing the list
You can edit any list item

In this case, we went into the Pistachios
task (item) in the BJ’s shopping list.
1. You can type a more extensive
note if you need it.
2. You can assign a due‐date.
3. You can even tell it to remind
you with a reminder on a certain
date and time and get the
reminder by way of email.
4. You can give it a star (actually a
ribbon) to show it as more
important than other things.
5. You can also delete it. This will
erase it as opposed to showing it
in the list of accomplished tasks.
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Items you’ve starred have this little
red flag with a white star on them. It’s
clear that I think getting Pistachios is
more important than getting the
Paper Towels.

Managing your lists online
You can access and manage your Wunderlist collection online at: http://www.wunderlist.com by
simply logging in with your email and the password you used when you registered your app. Your
edits to your lists will sync with your smartphone
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When looking at a list, if you tap on
the pencil (upper right corner).

Here, you can move tasks (putting
your finger on the list symbol (on the
extreme right) and dragging it up or
down) to revise their order.

You can delete the task by tapping on
the minus symbol (in the red circle to
the left of the task).
You can also check a task off as done
(using the rounded‐edge rectangle to
the left of the task name) or Star it
(using the star that is there).
So there it is. Compared to the non‐sharable lists you can make with the $40 OmniFocus application,
this great little application lets any number of people work on common projects. It’s a central part of
what collaboration is all about. 
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